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T h e  O u t e r  D i m e n s i o n  o f  M y t h
G uest of H onor Address
C .S. K ilby
T h e  t o p i c  I w i s h  t o  s u g g e s t  i s  o u r  n e e d  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  s t o r i e s  a n d  
m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  m ay  b e  a s  g r e a t  
a s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  l e v e l  f i e l d s  a n d  th e  b r e a t h l e s s  w o n d e r  
o f  t h e  G ra n d  C a n y o n .  I h a v e  r e a d  D i c k e n s '  Da v id  
C o p p e r f i e l d  m an y  t i m e s  a n d  b e e n  i n t r i g u e d  a n d  a m u s e d  
a n d  a t  t i m e s  e m o t i o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  D a v i d  
C o p p e r f i e l d  is  n o t  a m y th .  N e i t h e r  i s  Tom J o n e s  n o r  
Wu t h e r i n g  H e i g h t s  n o r  T e s s  o f  t h e  D 1 U r b e r v i l l e s  n o r  
N in e tee n  E ig h ty -F o u r  n o r  The Wh i t e  H ote l  m eaningful as 
th e s e  a re .  In  su ch  w orks as  The L ord  o f  th e  Rings and
T i l l  We_H a v e  F a c e s  o r  P e r e l a n d r a  o r  s u c h  a s t o r y  a s
W illiam  M o r r i s '  T h e  Well a t  t h e  W o r ld 's  E nd  w e f i n d  
s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  m a y  b e g i n  t o  s t r i k e  u s  l i k e  t h e  
i n i t i a l  m o t i f  o f  a B e e t h o v e n  s y m p h o n y .  A n e w  a n d  
q u i e t l y  m e a n i n g f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  t a k e s  h o ld  o f  u s  a n d  in  
so m e  m y s t e r i o u s  m a n n e r  r e s t r u c t u r e s  o u r  i n n e r  p a r t s .  
We s a y ,  p e r h a p s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  " Y e s ,  t h i s  is  t h e  w a y  
t h i n g s  o u g h t  to  b e . "
Y ou a r e  p r o b a b l y  s i t t i n g  h e r e  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  
y o u r s e l v e s  h a d  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w h a t  w e c a l l  m y th .  
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  Y o u  h a v e  f e l t  t h e  a r i d i t y  w h ic h  
s l ip s  i n t o  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  y o u  h a v e  a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  
l e a s t  a p a r t i a l  a n t i d o t e  t o  i t .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  
c o n t i n u e  r e a d i n g  m y th ,  e p i c ,  l e g e n d  a n d  p o e t r y .  Y ou  
m u s t  l i v e  in  t h e  m o d e r n  s c e n e ,  b u t  i f  y o u  a r e  t o  
r e m a i n  a l i v e  a n d  w e l l  y o u  n e e d  o f t e n  t o  s e e k  th e  
h e a l t h f u l  " e s c a p e "  w h ic h  T o lk i e n  u r g e s  u p o n  u s .
T h e  tw o  m o s t  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  m an ,  b e y o n d  
h i s  m e r e  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s ,  a r e  t o  k n o w  a n d  t o  w o r s h ip .  
T h e  g r e a t  G e r m a n  p s y c h o l o g i s t  C a r l  G u s t a v  J u n g  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  u r g e  t o w a r d  k n o w in g  i s  so  p e r s i s t e n t  
i t  a c t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  h i s  b i r t h  a n d  t h u s  h i s  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  " M e a n i n g l e s s n e s s , "  h e  s a i d ,  " i n h i b i t s  
f u l l n e s s  o f  l i f e  a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o
d is ea se ."  The more we know th e  more we wish to  know.
O u r  p r e s e n t  a g e  is ,  k n o w in g ly  o r  u n k n o w in g ly ,  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y  o f  k n o w in g  
is  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  m a k in g  o f  s t a t e m e n t s .  Y e t  a l l  
s t a t e m e n t s  w h a t e v e r ,  i n d e e d  a l l  s y s t e m s ,  in  b e c o m in g  
s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  s y s t e m s ,  b e c o m e  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e .  O ne  
is  a t  s i x e s  a n d  s e v e n s  to  t r a n s l a t e  a  l a n g u a g e  o f  o n e  
h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  w o rd s  i n t o  a  l a n g u a g e  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  
w o rd s .  T h is  is  m a n 's  p r e d i c a m e n t .  W h a t  m an  is ,  w h a t  
h e  f e e l s  h i m s e l f  to  b e ,  m a k e s  a  w a s t e l a n d  o f  l a n g u a g e .  
Y e t  b e c a u s e  o f  m a n 's  i n s a t i a b l e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  h e  
r e q u i r e s  so m e  s o r t  o f  v e r b a l  a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  He is  
l i k e  t h e  o ld  w o m an  w ho  s a i d ,  "H o w  d o  I k n o w  w h a t  I 
t h i n k  u n t i l  I h e a r  w h a t  I s a y ? "  Y e t  t h e  m o re  h e  
d e f i n e s ,  t h e  m o r e  h e  a b s t r a c t s ,  t h e  f a r t h e r  f l i e s  
s a t i s f y i n g  r e a l i t y .  A y o u n g  p r o f e s s o r  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  
s a i d  t o  m e ,  " I  f e e l  I m u s t  w r i t e  my o w n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
y e t  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  r e q u i r e d  to  d o  t h e  
jo b ,  i t  w i l l  b e  so  i n s u f f i c i e n t  a s  t o  m a k e  t h e  w h o le  
t a s k  r a t h e r  f o o l i s h . "
W e i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e  i n  o r d e r  t o  k n o w  b u t ,  
p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l i z a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  d e s t r o y  
i t s  o b j e c t .  T h e  h a r d e r  w e g r a s p  a t  t h e  t h i n g ,  t h e  
m o re  i t s  r e a l i t y  m o v e s  a w a y .  S c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  a n y  p r o b l e m  w h ic h  t h e y  s o l v e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
o p e n s  t h e  w a y  t o  t w o  o t h e r  u n s o l v e d  o n e s .
So w h a t  is  t o  b e  d o n e ?  Man f i n d s  in  h i m s e l f  a 
t h i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c a l l e d  i m a g i n a t i o n  b y  w h ic h  h e  
c a n ,  in  g r e a t  m e a s u r e ,  t r a n s c e n d  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  
s y s t e m s .  B y  s o m e  m a g i c ,  i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  a b l e  t o  
d i s e n g a g e  o u r  h a b i t u a l  m ind  a n d  s e n d  u s  o n  a  j o u r n e y  
t o w a r d  g e s t u r e s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  im a g e s ,  r h y t h m s ,  m e t a p h o r ,  
sy m b o l  a n d  m y th .  J u n g  s p e a k s  o f  " t h e  s l e n d e r  h i n t s  o f  
th e  k now ab le"  and  th e  n e e d  to  d i s c o v e r  myth ic  m eans o f  
b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  h i n t s  t o g e t h e r .  S y s t e m i z i n g  d r i v e s  
e s s e n t i a l i t y  a w a y ,  b u t  s u c c e s s f u l  c r e a t i v i t y  a t t r a c t s  
i t .  W hile  t h e  b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  s y s t e m i z i n g  is  
a b s t r a c t i o n ,  m y t h  i s  c o n c e r n e d  n o t  w i t h  p a r t s  b u t  
w h o le s .  M y th  i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  r e a l i t y  i s  so  m u c h  
l a r g e r  t h a n  r a t i o n a l i t y .  ( N o t  t h a t  m y th  is  i r r a t i o n a l  
b u t  t h a t  i t  e a s i l y  a c c o m m o d a t e s  t h e  r a t i o n a l  w h i le  
r i s i n g  a b o v e  i t . )
S y s t e m i z i n g  f l a t t e n s ,  b u t  m y t h  r o u n d s  o u t .  
S y s t e m i z i n g  d r a i n s  a w a y  c o l o r  a n d  l i f e ,  b u t  m y t h  
r e s t o r e s  t h e m .  M y th  is  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t  m an  
is .  T h e  R o m a n  p o e t  O v id  in  t h e  f i r s t  c e n t u r y  s a i d  
t h a t  m an  w a s  f o r m e d  in  t h e  im a g e  o f  t h e  g o d s ,  a n d ,  
u n l i k e  a n i m a l s ,  w a s  g iv e n  "a  l o f t y  c o u n t e n a n c e  a n d  
o r d e r e d . . . t o  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  s k y  a n d  t o  r a i s e  h i s  
e r e c t e d  f a c e  t o  t h e  s t a r s . "  T h e  f i n e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
m y th  is  a r e m a r k  o f  lo n g  a g o  t h a t  m an  s h a l l  n o t  l iv e  
b y  b r e a d  a l o n e .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  m an  i s  l e s s  f a c t  
t h a n  h e  is  m y th .  O w e n  B a r f i e l d  t h i n k s  t h a t  m an  d id  
n o t  m a k e  m y t h  so  m u c h  a s  m y th  m a d e  m an . In  a  r e v i e w  
o f  B a r f i e l d ' s  O r p h e u s , R .  J .  R e i l l y  s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  
d r a m a  " p r o c e e d s  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  m y th  i s  an  
i m a g i n a t i v e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g ,  n o t  b y  a s i n g l e  m in d  
b u t  r a t h e r  b y  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e . . . . t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  m an  b r o o d i n g  on  t h e  w o r ld ,  d r e a m i n g  o f  
e v e n t s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o c c u r r i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  n a t u r a l
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a n d  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  t h e  
d iv in e ,  w hose  m ean in g  m ay o n ly  c r u d e l y  b e  r e d u c e d  to  
r a t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t s . "
S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  c r u c i f i x i o n ,  J e s u s  t o l d  h i s  
d i s c ip l e s  t h a t  He w as  g o in g  a w a y  to  p r e p a r e  a p l a c e  
f o r  th e m ,  a n d  a d d e d ,  " W h i th e r  I go y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  th e  
w ay  you  k n o w ."  B u t  t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t  T h o m as  p r o m p t ly  
r e t o r t e d ,  " L o rd  we k n o w  n o t  w h i t h e r  th o u  g o e s t ,  a n d  
how can we know th e  way?" Thomas, now doubt trying 
v e r y  h a r d  to  l e a r n  t h e  t r u t h ,  w a n t e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
R e a l i t y  o f  a l l  to  b e  p in n e d  d o w n  t o  r a t i o n a l i t y  a n d  a 
f l a t  map. T h e  a n s w e r  o f  J e s u s  w as ,  " I  t h e  w a y ."  A 
g r e a t  l i v i n g  w h o l e  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  a n s w e r  o f  
e s s e n t i a l i t y .  T h e  G r e e n  L a d y  in  P e r e l a n d r a  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  " t h e  g o in g  is  th e  p a t h . "
All s t a t e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o n e s  I am  n o w  
m ak ing ,  a r e  u n s a t i s f y i n g  b e c a u s e  m an is  f u n d a m e n ta l ly  
m y th ic .  His r e a l  h e a l t h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  h is  k n o w in g  an d  
l i v i n g  h i s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  t o t a l i t y .  I n  m y t h  m a n  
d i s c o v e r s  a n d  a f f i r m s  n o t  h is  d i s p a r a t e  n a t u r e  b u t  h is  
c o sm ic .  In  t h a t  e x c e l l e n t  f i lm  F ro m  Mao to  Mo z a r t , 
I s a a c  S t e r n  g o e s  to  C h in a  to  g iv e  som e h i n t s  t o  th e  
b e s t  v io l in i s t s  in  t h a t  la n d .  I w as  m u ch  im p r e s s e d  b y  
o n e  r e m a r k  h e  m ad e  to  s u c h  a v i o l i n i s t :  " D o n ' t  p l a y
t h e  n o t e s ,  p l a y  t h e  m u s i c . "  I t  i s  a  l e s s o n  
d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d e d  to d a y  in  a l l  o u r  l i v e s .
To d e f i n e  m y th ,  a s  to  d e f i n e  a n y  o t h e r  u l t i m a t e ,  
is  p a r t l y  to  d e s t r o y  i t .  M yth  is  a s  i n d e f i n a b l e  as  
m an , l i f e ,  r e a l i t y .  To s e a r c h  f o r  d e f i n i t i o n s  is  le s s  
to  d e f i n e  t h a n  to  d i s c o v e r  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  w o rd s .  I t  
h a  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  g o o d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p o e t r y  
is  a  p o e t i c  d e f i n i t i o n .  So w i th  m y th .  M yth  is  a w ay  
o f  g o in g  o u t  i n t o  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s p a c e  a n d  f i n d in g  o ne  
c a n  t h e r e  lo o k  b a c k  a n d  s e e  t h o s e  m o u n ta in s ,  th o s e  
r i v e r s ,  th o s e  g r e a t  b lo c k s  o f  l a n d  t h a t  o n ly  n o w  c a n  
e v e r  b e  s e e n .  A m y t h  i s  a  c o s m i c  p a t t e r n  w h i c h  
p e r m e a t e s  m an  b y  so m e  o s m o t i c  c h e m i s t r y .  M yth  is  o ne  
o f  t h e  fe w  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  p o s s e s s  
t h e  b lu e  f l o w e r ,  S e h n s u c h t , i n f i n i t u d e .
A b l a d e  o f  g r a s s  r e a l l y  s e e n ,  a n y th i n g  r e a l l y  s e e n  
( f o r  m os t o f  u s  a r e  b l in d  m o s t  o f  t h e  t im e )  s u g g e s t  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  n a t u r e  o f  m y th .  M yth  is  t h e  d u l l  
n a m e  o f  a w a y  o f  s e e i n g ,  a  w a y  o f  k n o w in g  in  d e p t h ,  a 
w ay  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g - - a  w a y  t h a t  in  b e in g  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
c o n ta i n s  th e  f r e e d o m  o f  u n e n d in g  a n d  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t .  
M yth ic  i n s ig h t  m ay  t e l l  u s  t h a t  p l a n t s  a n d  a n im a ls  
h a v e  " a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  t h e r e u n t o  
a p p e r t a i n i n g . "  I t  c a u s e s  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  " t h o u "  a n d  " i t . "  L e w i s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
e n c h a n t e d  t r e e s  g iv e  a l l  o r d i n a r y  t r e e s  a m e a s u r e  o f  
e n c h a n t m e n t .  M yth  is  v i s io n .
Ju n g  m a k e s  m u ch  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  c o n s c i e n c e  a r e  fro m  
th e  sa m e  r o o t  a n d  c o i n c i d e n t  in  t im e .  In  m an  t h e r e  is  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o w a r d  k n o w i n g  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  t o w a r d  w o rs h ip .  M yth  i s ,  in 
M erc e a  E l i a d e ' s  p h r a s e ,  " t h e  n o s t a l g i a  f o r  e t e r n i t y . "  
M an 's  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  h e  a d d s ,  " c a n  n e v e r  b e  
u p r o o t e d :  i t  c a n  o n ly  b e  d e b a s e d . "  He p o in t s  o u t ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  s e x  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  " a  r i t u a l  w i t h  
t r a n s c e n d e n t  m ean in g  a t  e v e r y  p o i n t . "  T h o s e  w h o  
i n d u l g e  in  p r o m i s c u o u s  s e x  p e r h a p s  k n o w  b e s t  th e  
s o r d id n e s s  o f  i t s  u n r i t u a l  a n d  a n im a l  u s e s .  O u r  w o r ld  
is  d i s p o s s e s s e d  o f  h i e r a r c h y .
Myth is  l ik e  t h e  g r e e n - b e l t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  w i th o u t  
w h ich ,  a s  th e  g r e a t  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i a n  G e o rg e  M a c a u la y  
T re v e ly a n  n o te d ,  m an  is  b r u t i s h .  M yth  is  a  l a n e  d o w n  
w h ich  we w a lk  in  o r d e r  t o  r e p o s s e s s  o u r  s o u l ,  o u r
e s s e n t i a l i t y .  M yth ,  s a i d  C h a r l e s  W il l iam s ,  c o n s i s t s  
o f  " p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  L o g o s  in  t h e  d e p t h  o f  th e  su n ."  
C o le r id g e  s a i d  t h a t  sy m b o l ,  m y t h ' s  tw in ,  is  m a r k e d  by  
"T h e  t r a n s l u c e n c e  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  t h r o u g h  a n d  in  th e  
t e m p o r a l . "  M y th  i s  a g e l e s s .  Y e t  i t  m a y  b e  
e x p e r i e n c e d  in  so m e  e v e r y d a y  a c t  o r  t h o u g h t  su d d e n ly  
a l i v e  w i th  u n i v e r s a l  m e a n in g .  A f r i e n d  a s k e d  W illiam 
B la k e ,  "W hen t h e  sun  r i s e s ,  do  y o u  n o t  s e e  a ro u n d  
d i s k  o f  f i r e  s o m e th i n g  l ik e  a g u in e a ? "  t o  w h ic h  h e  
r e p l i e d ,  "O h  n o ,  I s e e  an  im m e a s u r a b le  co m p a n y  o f  th e  
h e a v e n l y  h o s t  c ry i n g ,  'H o ly ,  H o ly  is  t h e  L o rd  God 
A l m i g h t y . ' "  J e a n  C o c t e a u  s a i d  t h a t  p o e t r y  i s  " a  
m a c h i n e  t h a t  m a n u f a c t u r e s  l o v e . "  M y th  a l s o  
m a n u f a c t u r e s  l o v e  a n d  t r u t h  a n d  e s s e n t i a l i t y ,  o r  
r a t h e r  r e v e a l s  th e m .
A p e r f e c t  g o o d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a p e r f e c t  a n y t h i n g -  
e l s e ,  is  m y th l ik e .  T he  c a l l  t o w a r d  p e r f e c t  g o o d n e s s  
is  a  m y th ic  c a l l  ly in g  b e y o n d  t h e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  s e t  o f  
r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  All s y s t e m s  a r e  n o  m o re  th a n  
s t a t e m e n t a l  p o i n t e r s  a n d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  t h e  r e a l i t y  
t o w a r d  w h i c h  t h e y  p o i n t .  "A h ,  h o w  s i c k  I am o f  
' t h e r e f o r e '  a n d  ' s i n c e , '  a n d  ' b e c a u s e ' ! "  s a y s  a 
c h a r a c t e r  on G id e ' s  T h e s e u s .  "S ic k  o f  i n f e r e n c e ,  s i c k  
o f  d e d u c t i o n .  On t h e i r  h o r i z o n t a l  p l a n e  I h a v e  
w a n d e r e d  a l l  to o  o f t e n .  T h e  i n f i n i t e  c a l l s  me! I 
c a n n o t  d e f i n e  w h a t  i t  is  t h a t  sum m ons m e, b u t  I k now  
t h a t  my j o u r n e y  c a n  h a v e  o n ly  o n e  e n d :  in  G od ."  C.S.
L e w is  b e g a n  a l e t t e r  c o n c e rn in g  Till We Have F aces  by 
s a y in g ,  "An a u t h o r  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  
m e a n in g  o f  h i s  ow n  s t o r y  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e . "  
T h a t  w o u ld  b e  an  a lm o s t  i n s a n e  r e m a r k  e x c e p t  t h a t  h is  
s t o r y  is  a  m y th ,  a n d  in  g o o d  m y th  an  a u t h o r  p u t s  n o t  
s im p ly  w h a t  h e  k n o w  b u t  w h a t  s e e m s  to  h a v e  co m e  to  
h im  fro m  a n o t h e r  w o r ld .
L e t  me in  c lo s in g  p r e s e n t  to  y o u  tw o  p i c t u r e s  o f  
man a n d  th e n  m ak e  a r e c o m m e n d a t io n .  T h e  f i r s t  is  t h a t  
o f  t h e  u n f a l l e n  "A dam " on t h e  g lo r io u s  m o u n t a in t o p  in 
P e r e l a n d r a .  So r i g h t ,  so  u t t e r l y  p e r f e c t ,  w as  th i s  
m an  t h a t  R an so m  a t  f i r s t  w a s  i n c l i n e d  t o  bow  d o w n  an d  
w o r s h ip  h im . He t h e n  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h i s  Adam w as 
o n ly  a m an , y e t  a m an  " l ik e  Him w i th in  a n d  w i th o u t ,  
m ad e  b y  H is  ow n  b a r e  h a n d s  o u t  o f  t h e  d e p t h  o f  d iv in e  
a r t i s t r y .  His m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  s e l f - p o r t r a i t u r e  co m in g  
f o r t h  f ro m  H is  w o rk s h o p  to  d e l i g h t  a l l  w o r ld s ,  w a lk e d  
a n d  sp o k e  b e f o r e  R a n s o m 's  e y e s . . . . a n  e c h o ,  a rh y m e ,  an 
e x q u i s i t e  r e v e r b e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n c r e a t e d  m u s ic  
p r o l o n g e d  in  a c r e a t e d  m e d i u m . "  L e w i s  i s  h e r e  
p o in t in g  o u t  w h a t  e v e r y  o ne  o f  u s  w a s  i n t e n d e d  to  be  
b e f o r e  p a r a d i s e  w as  l o s t  a n d  t h e  v e s t i g e  o f  w h ich ,  
h o w e v e r  l i t t l e  w e t a k e  n o t e  o f  i t ,  is  a s  b u i l t  in to  
o u r  b e in g  a s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i t s e l f .
N e x t  I r e f e r  y o u  t o  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  N orm an  
M a i le r  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  " S o m e th in g  h a s  b e e n  s t o l e n  
f ro m  u s  t h a t  we c a n ' t  n a m e ."  (U .S .  Ne w s  a n d  Wo r ld  
R e p o r t , May 23, 1 9 8 3 .)  T h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  s a y s  M a i le r ,  
sh o w s  l i v e s  " l e e c h e d  o u t "  a n d  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  e a g e r  
" t o  f e e l  m o r e  a l i v e . "  O n e  s a d  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  h e  
i d e n t i f i e s  a s  an  a d d i c t i o n  to  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  " I f  we 
a r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  e v e r y  10 o r  15 m in u te s ,  we f e e l  a l iv e  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  2 o r  3 s e c o n d s . "  S u c h  an  i n t e r r u p t i o n  
m ay  i r r i t a t e  u s  b u t  i t  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e s  u s .  "O n e  o f  
t h e  r e a s o n s  t e l e v i s i o n  is  so e n o rm o u s ly  p o p u la r  is  th e  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  i t  p r o v i d e s .  O ne k n o w s  t h a t  o n e  is
g o in g  to  h a v e  an  e x p e r i e n c e  f i l l e d  w i th  a b s u r d i t y  an d  
a b r u p t  c h a n g e s .  T h a t  is  a  s t i m u l a t i o n  we c a n n o t  do 
wi t h o u t .
T h e  a n t i d o t e  to  t h i s  n e e d  f o r  a b r u p t  c h a n g e  and  
c o n s t a n t  s t i m u l a t i o n  is  q u i e t n e s s  a n d  c o n te m p la t i o n ,  
a n d  w h a t  is  b e t t e r  t h a n  a g o o d  b o o k  to  g a in  t h a t  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  m ind  a n d  b o d y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  n o th in g
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b e t t e r  t h a n  w e l l - t o l d  m y th  t o  t u r n  you  i n t o  a r e a l  
pe r s o n .  L e w i s ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m y th  f a l l s  i n t o  two  
t h o r o u g h l y  c o n t r a s t i n g  p a r t s :  "g l ea m  o f  c e l e s t i a l
s t r e n g t h  and  b e a u t y " - - t h a t  is t h e  f i r s t  p a r t - - " f a l l i n g  
on a j un g l e  o f  f i l t h  a n d  i m b e c i l i t y . "  L ew i s  in t h i s  
s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  is s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  j e a l o u s i e s ,  a n g e r s ,  
b r u t a l i t i e s  and  a d u l t e r i e s  c o n t a i n e d  in a n c i e n t  my t h  
as  i t  h a s  co me  do w n  to  us  t h r o u g h  f a l l e n  men  who,  
p r e c i s e l y  a s  we o u r s e l v e s ,  v i o l a t e  t h e  s a m e  g l e a m s  in 
e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n .  E v e r y  d a y  o f  y o u r  l i f e  t h i s  is y o u r  
co n d i t i o n ,  a n d  mine ,  and ,  a s  we kno w,  i t  is so much  
e a s i e r  t o  g i ve  up t h a n  t o  s e t  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  wil l  
a g a i n s t  i t .
R e a d  m y t h  and  go a l s o  a n d  r e a d ,  o r  more  l i k e ly  r e ­
r a d ,  t h e  ep i s o d e  in The  S i l v e r  C h a i r  in w h ic h  J i l l  
Pole  and  E u s t a c e  S c r u b b  s h i f t  f r om t h e i r  n o rm a l  s t a t e  
o f  w h o le s o m e n e s s  and  s a n i t y  t o  t h e  s u b t l e  h y p n o s i s  of  
t h e  G r e e n  W i t c h  a n d  n o t i c e  h o w  p e s s i m i s t i c  o l d  
Pudd l eg lum a t  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t ,  w i t h  h i s  b a r e  f e e t ,  
s t a m p e d  ou t  t h e  W i t c h ' s  p a r a l y z i n g  f i r e  an d  s a v e d  
t hem.  F i l t h  and  i m b e c i l i t y  w e r e  s u b t l y  h id d e n  in t h e  
s o f t  mus ic  a n d  s w e e t - s m e l l i n g  o d o r s  o f  t h a t  f i r e .  As 
we  a l l  k n o w ,  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  in  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e  t a k e n  in by  s u c h  t h i ng s .  I h o p e  a l l  
o f  yo u  a r e ,  an d  wil l  a l w a y s  r e m a i n ,  h e r o e s  l i ke  old 





























































































S u bm ission s
M ythlore  w elcom es subm issions of a rtic les , a r t ,  review s, 
poe try , and  o th e r  m a te ria l. See page 2 for th e  add ress  o f th e  
a p p ro p r ia te  E d ito r. C o n tr ib u to rs  of a rtic les, cover an d  back  
cover a r t , should  also su b m it a  sh o r t b io g raph ica l p a ra g ra p h  
for pub lica tion  in th e  C o n tr ib u to r ’s section .
T h e  p re fe rred  sty le  for a rtic les  is th e  M LA  Handbook. To 
save space, please re s tr ic t th e  use of foo tno tes  by in co rp o ra tin g  
“ib id .” and  “op. c it .” c ita tio n s  in you r te x t in paren thesis. 
P lease  su b m it two copies.
Full page a r t  should  have an  im age a re a  of 7 1 /2 ” x 10” . 
A rt for a single colum n should  be 4 1 /2 ” w ide. A r t  for double  
colum n w id th  should be 9 1 /2 ” w ide.
The 1 9 8 4  M y th o p o e ic  Conference
" T h e  Wood B e t w e e n  t h e  W orlds"  r e f e r s  n o t  o n ly  to  
t h a t  w ood  w h ic h  is  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  w o r ld s  in 
C .S . L e w is '  T h e  M a g i c i a n ' s  N e p h e w , o r  to  t h e  b o o k  b y  
Wiliam M o rr is ,  b u t  to  a l l  f o r e s t s  w h ic h  h a u n t  t h e  
h u m a n  i m a g i n a t i o n  in  l e g e n d  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f r o m  
C h a r l e s  W il l ia m 's  B r o c e l i a n d e  a n d  T o l k i e n ' s  F a n g o m  
and L o th lo rien  to  Sherwood F ores t  and  th e  Hundred Acre 
W o o d .  We w i l l  d w e l l  in  t h i s  f o r e s t  f o r  a l i t t l e  
w h i le ,  e x p lo r in g  i t s  s e c r e t s .  P a p e r s ,  a r t ,  m a s q u e r a d e  
c o s t u m e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n s p i r e d  b y  th i s  
them e will be esp ec ia l ly  welcome a t  Mythcon XV.
J o i n  n o w  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p r o g r e s s  
r e p o r t s .
T he 1985 M ythopoeic Coference
M y th co n  c o m e s  to  t h e  M id w e s t!  T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  
S t e w a r d s  o f  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e t y  h a s  a c c e p t e d  a 
M y t h o p o e i c  C o n f e r e n c e  b i d  f r o m  a C h i c a g o  g r o u p .  
M y t h o p o e i c  C o n f e r e n c e  X V I  w i l l  b e  h e l d  in  J u l y ,  
1 9 8 5 ,  on t h e  c a m p u s  o f  W h e a to n  C o l l e g e  in  W h e a to n ,  
I l l i n o i s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  M i d w e s t e r n  
c o n f e r e n c e ,  w h i c h  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  
a t t e n d e e s  f ro m  th e  E a s t  C o a s t .
W h e a to n  C o l le g e  is  a  p l e a s a n t  s e t t i n g  in  a  sm all  
C h i c a g o  s u b u r b .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a 
C o n f e r e n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  h o u s e s  t h e  M a r io n  W a d e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  I n k l i n g s  b o o k s  a n d  p a p e r s .  T h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  m o s t  o f  C .S .  L e w i s '  - n d  G .K .  
C h e s t e r t o n ' s  p a p e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  p a p e r s  f r o m  
J . R . R .  T o lk i e n ,  C h a r l e s  W il l iam s ,  D o r o th y  S a y e r s ,  O w en  
B a r f i e l d  a n d  G e o rg e  M a c D o n a ld .  T h e  W h e a to n  C o l le g e  
l i b r a r y  a l s o  h o u s e s  M a d e l e i n e  L ' E n g l e ' s  c o m p l e t e  
p a p e r s .
T h e  C o m m it te e  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  i n c l u d e s  m an y  lo c a l  
a u t h o r s ,  s u c h  a s  L y l e  D o r s e t t  a n d  A l z i n a  S t o n e ;  
s c h o l a r s ,  s u c h  a s  J o e  M c C la t c h e y  a n d  R i c h a r d  Woods; 
a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c ie ty .
A M a s q u e r a d e ,  a  R e v e l  a n d  f i lm s  a r e  p l a n n e d ,  as  
w e l l  a s  a f u l l  s l a t e  o f  p a p e r s  a n d  p a n e l s .  T h e  
Comm i t t e e  a l s o  p l a n s  some v e r y  s p e c i a l  a r t  d i s p l a y s .
G u e s t ( s )  o f  H o n o r ,  e x a c t  d a t e  a n d  m e m b e r s h ip  f e e s  
f o r  M y th o p o e ic  C o n f e r e n c e  XVI w ill  b e  a n n o u n c e d .  F o r  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w r i t e  t o  M y th co n  X V I ,  P .O . Box 
A3120, C h ic a g o ,  IL 60690.
The Fifteenth Annual M ythopoeic C onference
August 10-13, 1984 
Mills C ollege 
Oakland, California
A u t h o r  G u e s t  o f  H o n o r ,  Jan e  Yolefl
A uthor o f Dragon’s Blood and other novels
S c h o l a r  G u e s t  o f  H o n o r ,  Paul F. Ford
A uthor o f A  Companion to Narnia
P o s t h u m o u s  G u e s t  o f  H o n o r ,  George M acD onald
Them e: “T he W ood Between the W orlds”
•  Papers, send  p ro p o sa ls  to  G len GoodKnight, 
740 South H obart B lv d . ,
L os A n g e le s , C a liforn ia  90005
•  Panel discussions
•  A rt show, dramatic production, and more
Membership: $15 (to M ay 16)
$20 (to August 1)
$25 (at the door)
(R oom  and B oard  P ack age $120 , 75, F e a s t  $12. 00)
M ythcon XV, 6017 Avila, El Cerrito C A  94530  
checks payable to M ythcon  X V
